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Chronological Inconsistencies 

The chronological inconsistencies of the first installment 
of tide document have been indicated in previous notes , particularly 
the fact that the uate of July 14, 1942 , ascribed to the report, con- 
flicts with the reference to a meeting on July 16, and with, mention 
of General Ushiroi<u as holding a post to which he was not appointed 
until «tu/ust 17 , 194 ^, If the secon? installment is to be thought of 
as oeing a continuation of the first and of contemporary composition 
with the first, the chronological inconsistencies become cuite spec- 
tacular. 

heference to Gandhi 

There is a statement (page 1) that certain arrangements with 
tr.e Japanese and oslecs were "tentatively agreed to by. . .Gandhi whose 
negotiations on this matter were foreseen oy the British and cut off in 
tlice." It is hardly possible that the statement that the negotiations 
were "cut off" can refer to anything except the confinement of Gandhi 
oy the Government of India, which would place this particular section 
as having been written at some time after August 10, 1942, the date of 
Gandhi's arrest. 

Reference to Gener al Tats^ 

More important, however, is the irnition (page 6) of General 
Siichi Tgggjg as being one of those responsible for the direction of 





tne "used steel plan" which, according to the document, was "made 
a (4irt of the Las tern and Central Defense ' lar. ano is being under* 
t »*en under strict . ilitaxy Rule." General Kiichi Tatsuni was 
i.-.ointe-J Japanese \i -itar\ attache to London in 19*9, was exchanged 
*i‘L other Japanese ainlomats from .-n.’ope in the summer of 1912, and 
ai.t not reach Japanese-occupied territory until the Tatsuta ! aru 
arrived at 5inga:>ore cr. September lo, 1912. General Eiichi Tatsumi 
was specifically mentioned in a Japanese broadcast of that date as 
oeing among those disembarking from the repatriation vessel at 
Singapore. On October 1, 194k, according to our information, General 
Tatswi, was appointed Chief of Staff to the Air Force (Army), and 
presumably still holds this position. 

At first sight the reference to Ge neral Ta tyumi as responsible 
for the "used steel plan" would seer> to be merely a mistaken statement. 
Curiously enough, however, there is reason to believe that the statement 

can oe ,uted to date the passage in question. Cn October 2, 1942 Doth 

• 

9 

the U® and nP news agencies carried the itae that General BLichi Tatsumi 
had "been appointed Chief of Staff of the Astern Defense Zone." 9cth 
agercies gave as their source a recording of a German broadcast, and 
the UP stated that the broadcast quoted a German news agency disnatch 
from Tokyo (presumably of October 1). American panare of October 2 
carried this story, generally in the form of a small 4-line fill-in. 
Actually, as stated above, Tatsumi was appointed Chief of Staff of the 
Air Force, and the FCC monitoring service recorded announcements of 
this fact in Tokyo broadcasts of October 1. 

It is obvious that if Tatsumi had really been appointed to 
the post of Chief of Staff of the Burtern Defense Zone there would 
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have Deer. logical grounds for assuming th&t he would be made 
partially responsible for the M used 3teei plan" which, according 
•v * t\ t aocu.uent, was to be a part of "the Eastern and Central 
jeferaw Ian" and would auite natural 1 y f * 11 under the partial 
control of trie Chief of Staff to the '.Astern Defense Zone. 

Tc assume therefore that the passage referring to General 
Tat surd w*,s written before Cctober 1, and that the reference to 
Tatsumi is simply a mistake would stretch coir.ci ier almost beyond 
the bounds of possibility. If the passage was written tefore 
September 16 , (i.e., before Tatsumi reached Singapore and oefore 
there was any Dossibility of his receiving a new assignment), the 
coincidence involved would seem to be even less likely. In either 
a.-*- it wcuic oe necessary to assume that by sheer chance the writer 
sf the document hit upon the choice of a former military attache to 
London, v \c was either returning or had just returned tu Japanese 
cor.-.; ied territory, who had no announced assignment, who had no 
possiole connection *ith the collection of scrap, and who was eventually 
appointed to an ,*ir Force post, but who, for a brief period of time, 
on the oasis of mistaken European and American reports, coula logically 
be thought to have a connection v.ith the supervision of the "used steel 
plan." 

There is therefore good reason to believe that this particular 
passage of the document was written after October 1. Moreover, since 
it obviously seems tc have been influenced by mistaken European and 
American reports, it was probably written either in Europe or in the 
United States. 
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